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1875. appointment of a mixed Commission, half Christian,
half Mussulman, to superintend the carrying-out of
reforms already promised; and the material  im-
provement  of the agricultural population.     The
British   Cabinet   took   the Andrassy Note   info

1876.  consideration on the 18th of January 1876, and
agreed to accept it1    So did the Porte, doubtless
feeling that after all it was only required to make
one promise the more.    The Note, as the Russian
Chancellor must have foreseen,  if the Austrian
Chancellor did not, was perfectly futile.    As long
as  Bosnia and the Herzegovina were subject to
Turkish rule, their inhabitants would be liable to
massacre and pillage.    "I have considered it my
duty/' said the Queen  in the Speech  from  the
Throne, "not to stand aloof from the efforts now
being made by allied and friendly Governments to
bring about a pacification of the disturbed districts,
and I have accordingly, while respecting the in-
dependence of the Porte, joined in urging on the
Sultan the expediency of adopting such measures
of administrative reform as may remove all reason-
able cause of discontent on the part of his Christian
subjects."     The   proviso  about   "respecting   the
independence of the Porte" was not only empty
verbiage itself.    It reduced the rest of the para-
graph to empty verbiage too.    Twenty years ago
Lord Palmerston had respected the independence
of the Porte, believing that it would forthwith
carry out reforms which in 1876 it had not begun.

The effect of the Andrassy Note was just
nothing at all The Turks ignored it, and the
rebels continued to fight with unabated energy.
Moreover, the insurrection spread. On the 20th
of April the people of Bulgaria rose against
their oppressors, and were treated by the irregular

1 The delay was due to the extreme reluctance of Lord Derby, who

detested intervention as much as he loved peace.